52                  Henry of Navarre.                [1555-

a method by which surprising results appear some-
times to have been obtained. Henry learnt Latin
sufficiently well for practical purposes ; of Greek he
seems only to have known a few tags, which his tutor
made him learn by rote, parrot-fashion. He was
probably not a very apt or patient pupil. His
wonderful physical activity, or rather abnormal rest-
lessness, must have made all sedentary study difficult
and unprofitable. In later years, when after a long
day's hunting his weary attendants could scarcely
stand, he could not rest, but must move about or
dance; even when he was past middle life his sub-
jects wondered how a Prince so constantly in the
saddle or at the tennis court had time for affairs of
state. No wonder that a man who was movement
incarnate could scarce find leisure or patience to read
a book.

All Henry's childhood was not spent in the brac-
ing air of the Pyrenees and in the healthy moral
atmosphere of the more and more Puritan Court of
Nerac or Pau. After the death of Francis II. the
Queen of Navarre, bringing her children with her,
joined her husband at the French Court. We have
already seen how Antony of Bourbon allowed him-
self to be outwitted by the Queen-Mother and
befooled by the Guises and Spain. Jane, indignant
at the weak inconstancy of her husband, retired to
her hereditary dominions. Antony kept his son
with him, but neither dismissed his Protestant tutor
La Gaucherie, nor even seriously insisted upon his
attending Mass. Probably the recent orthodoxy of
the King of Navarre had no other root than his am-